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2. This REPORT consists of a total of . 



. Sheets, including tjlis cover sheet 



f^T] This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, Le., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
k-— * amended and are fbfi basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications mad e before this Authority (see Rale 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I El 

n □ 

m □ 

iv □ 

V 



vi □ 
vn □ 
vnr □ 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-Establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and cpsplan an* on g supporting such Ft^f^inp nr 

^^ortan^ doc umento cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the International application 
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International application No, 

PCT/EP2003/008508 



L Basis of ibc report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
| ) the international application as originally filed 
1^1 the description: 



oases 


2-7 


, as originally filed 


pages , filed with tbfi demand 


pages I, la 


, filed with the letter of 


03 June 2004 (03.06^2004) 


Q^J the claims: 
pages 




, as originally filed 


pages 


, as mnflnrlpd (together with any statement under Article 19 


pages 




, filed with the demand 


pages 1-5 


t filed with the letter of 


03 June 2004 (03,06\2004) . 


[X] the drawings: 
pages 


1/4-4/4 


, as originally filed 


pages- , filed with the demand 


pages 2/4, 3/4 


r filed with the letter of 


03 June 2004 (03.06.2004) 


1 1 the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 




. as oririnaUv filed 


pages 




~ filed with file demand 


Pages . filed with fee letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the dements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the i nte r nati onal application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b))* 
the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 483(b)). 

the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 552 and/ 
or 553). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amine acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
pr aTiTrnnHT y examination was carried out OH the basts of the sequence listing: 



contained in the international application in written foixu- 
filed together with the international application in computer readable form, 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in written fhi'm. 
furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form* 

The s tate m e n t that the subsequently famished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the reformation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
hw^ i fmxushsda 

{ ) The amendments have resulted in the cancellation o£ 

I the description, pages - a 

CZ the claims, Nos* 

r* the drawings* sheets/fig 



. I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, 
" 1 — 1 beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70J2{c)).»* 



since may have been considered to go 



* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed' 9 and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

* * Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to dxis report 
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v\ Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) Trttn regard to novelty, Inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting snca statement 



Internationa] 


application No. 


PCT/EP 


03/08508 



Novelty (N) Claims 1-5 ™& 

Claims NO 



Inventive step (IS) Claims 1- 5 ^ 



NO 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims ; 2- -5 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Prior art cited in the search report: 

Dl: DE 100 09 486 A (ZF MERITOR LLC MAXTON) 

12 October 2000 
D2: US-A-5 020 385 (EADER JOSEF). 4 June 1991 
D3: DE 41 23 493 A (DAIMLER BENZ AG) 21 January 1993 

I, Independent claim 1 

1*1 Novelty 

Document Dl is considered the closest prior art and 
discloses, in line with the features of claim 1, a: 

bearing arrangement in a gearbox housing (12), 
comprising at least two gear wheels arranged one 
behind the other on coaxial shafts (26, 28) that 
each rotate independently of the other, one of said 
shafts (26) having a bearing at one end and the 
other sha^t (28) having a bearing at the opposite 
end, the two bearings (50, 40) each being held in 
the gearbox housing. 

The subject matter of the present claim 1 differs 



PwrnPrrmwA/fl/m {Jlnr VI (January 1994^ 
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therefrom in that: 

at least one other beaming, which can absorb radial 
and axial forces, is provided between the two shafts 

The present application therefore satisfies the 
criterion in PCT Article 33 (2) because the subject 
matter of the only independent claim, claim 1, is 
novel over the prior art as defined in the 
Regulations (PCT Rule 64.1 to 64.3). 

1.2, Inventive step 

Proceeding from the cited prior art, the present 
invention can be considered to address the problem 
of devising a simple, cost-effective and space- 
saving bearing arrangement in a gearbox housing • 

The solution as per claim 1 appears not to be known 
from any of the searched documents taken 
. individually or to be suggested by the prior art 
taken as a whole. 

The present application therefore appears to satisfy 
the criterion in PCT Article 33(3) because the 
subject matter of claim 1 appears to involve an 
inventive step (PCT Rule 65.1 and 65.2). 

1.3. Industrial applicability 

The subject matter of claim 1 also appears to meet 
the requirements of PCT Article 33(4), since it 
appears that it can be made and used at least in the 
field of automotive engineering. 



T*—. xw— r/roTJ A fR/vr \A /Tjmttsrrv 1 0OJ>> 
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1,4. Claitnfl dep^Tiflftnt on claim 1 

Dependent claims 2 to 5, which disclose further 
embodiments of the invention according to claim 1, 
also appear to meet the requirements of PCT Article 
33 (2) to (4) . 
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